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The Bodoni types were the culmination of nearly 300 years of 
evolution in roman type design, in which fine hairlines contrast sharply 
with bolder stems, and serifs are often unbracketed. Bodoni is recog-
nized by its high contrast between thick and thin strokes, pure vertical 
stress, and hairline serifs.

The Bodoni font distinguishes itself through the strength of its 
characters and embodies the rational thinking of the Enlightenment. 
The new typefaces displaced the Old Face and Transitional styles and 
was the most popular typeface until the mid-19th century. Bodoni’s 
influence on typography was dominant until the end of the 19th century 
and, even today, inspires new creations.
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